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Introduction to the Sciences 

of Hadith 

Not all the necessary and important issues in Hadith can 

be covered by this brief introduction: that would require a 

separate and independent work. The following brief sketch of 
the gathering and compilation of Hadith is presented, giving an 
idea of the stages through which the priceless treasure of the 
Prophetic Hadith has passed during thirteen centuries in reaching 

us. It also indicates who those pure souls were who dedicated 

their entire lives to transmitting these treasures of wisdom and 

guidance to future generations, and who would even risk their 
lives in this path if required. 

2.1 THREE METHODS OF PRESERVING HADITH 

The Abddith of the Messenger of Allah % have reached us 
through three reliable methods: 

1. The practice of the Ummah. 
2. Written memory-aids and compilations. 

3. Memory-aided narration and transmission, i.e. the con- 
tinuous sequence of study and teaching.
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2.2 FOUR PHASES OF HADITH PRESERVATION 

In this sense, the total period of collection and arrangement, 

and of composition and compilation of Hadith, can be divided 

into four phases. 

3.2.1 The First Phase: From the Prophetic era to the end 

of the first century hijri 

In this phase, the details of the preservers of Hadith and of 

written memory-aids and compilations are as follows: 

3.2.11 Famous Preservers of Hadith 

The Companions (Sahabah, it) 

Aba Hurayrah ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sakhr, 46, d. 59 H, aged 

78, §374 narrations. His students reach 800 in number. 

‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas, 2, d. 68 H, aged 71, 2660 narrations. 

‘Avishah Siddiqah, #e, d. 58 H, aged 67, 2210 narrations. 

‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar, 2, d. 73 H, aged 84, 1630 narrations. 

Jabir b. ‘Abdullah, <, d. 78 H, aged 94, 1560 narrations. 

Anas b. Malik, #, d. 93 H, aged 103, 1286 narrations. 

Aba Sa‘id al-Khudzti, 28, d. 74 H, aged 84, 1170 narrations. 
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These are the majestic Companions who preserved more than 

a thousand Abadith each. Apart from them, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr 

b. al-‘As #e, (d. 63 H), ‘Ali 4, (d. 40 H) and ‘Umar -%, (d. 23 H) 

fall into the category of those Companions whose narrations 

number between five hundred and a thousand each. 

Similarly, Aba Bakr 2, (d. 13 H), ‘Urhman 2, (d. 36 H), Umm 

Salamah %s, (d. 59 H), Aba Musa al-Ash‘ari 4, (d. 52 H), Aba 

Dharr al-Ghifart 4, (d. 32 H), Abii Ayyib al-Ansari «, (d. 51 

H), Ubayy b. Ka‘b «, (d. 19 H) and Mu‘adh b. Jabal as, (d. 18 H) 

have narrated between one hundred and five hundred Ahadith 

each. 
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The Followers (Tabi ‘in) 

Besides the Companions, the period of those senior Followers 

cannot be forgotten: those by whose wealth of selfless and 

sincere efforts, the Ummah of Muhammad will be enriched with 

the treasures of the Suanah until the Day of Judgment. Some of 

these seniors are introduced as follows: 

1, Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib, #. He was born in Madinah in the 

second year of the reign of al-Fariiq [i.e. ‘Umar], d. 105 H. 

He took the knowledge of Hadith from ‘Uthman, ‘A’ishah, 

Aba Hurayrah and Zayd b. Thabit, #@ all. 

3,  ‘Urwah b. al-Zubayr, #. He is regarded as one of the 

outstanding people of knowledge in Madinah. He was 

the nephew of ‘A’ishah, and narrated Abadith mostly from 

his honourable maternal aunt. He also had the honour of 

being the student of Aba Hurayrah and Zayd b. Thabic. 

Many people of knowledge, including the likes of Salih b. 

Kaysan and Imam al-Zuhri, were amongst his students. He 

died in 94 H. 

3, Salim b. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar, 2, is counted amongst the 

Seven Fugahdé™ of Madinah. He took the knowledge of 

Hadith from his illustrious father and other Companions. 

His students included Nafi‘, al-Zuhri and other famous 

Followers. He passed away in 106 H. 

4. Nafi‘, freed slave of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar <#. He is the special 

student of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar #8, and the teacher of Imam 

Malik, may Allah have mercy on him. The traditionists 

regard this chain of narration (Malik from Naf‘ from 

‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar 4 from the Messenger of Allah # as 

the “Golden Chain”. He passed away in 117 H. 

2.2.1.2 Written Legacy of the First Phase 

1.  Sahifah Sddiqab. This was compiled by ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. 

al-‘As #, d. 63 H, aged 77. He had a special inclination 

  

4. Or jurists, literally “men of understanding”. 
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towards writing and compilation. Whatever he heard from 

the Prophet 3%, he would write down, and had permission 

from the Prophet #8 to do so.’ This compilation consisted 

of about a thousand Abddith, and remained preserved 

amongst his family for a period; it can now be found in full 

within the Musnad of Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy 

upon him. 

2,  Sabifah Sabthab, compiled by Hammam b. Munabbth (d. 

ror H), one of Aba Hurayrah’s famous students who used 

to write down the narrations from his illustrious teacher. 

Manuscripts of this work are found in the libraries of Berlin 

and Damascus. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal has included this 

entire sabifah in his famous Musnad under Abi Hurayrah’s 

section.® A few years ago, the document was published 

in Hyderabad through the efforts of Dr. Hamidullah; it 

consists of 138 narrations. This sabifab is a subset of the 

totality of Ab& Hurayrah’s narrations, and most of its 

narrations are also found in Bukhari and Muslim, with 

similar wording and no significant differences. 

3. Another of Abi Hurayrah’s students, Bashir b. Nuhayk, 

also compiled a collection of Hadith. Upon parting from 

Abu Hurayrah, Bashir recited it to his teacher and received 

the latter’s approval. 

4. Musnad of Abt Hurayrah #&. Copies of this were written 

during the time of the Companions. One of these copies 

was in the possession of the father of ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al- 

‘Aziz, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Marwan (d. 86 H), the governor of 

Egypt. He wrote to Kathir b. Murrah, “Write down those 

Abadith that you have from the Noble Companions, but 

there is no need ro send the narrations of Abi Hurayrah, 

since we have those with us in written form.”* A copy of the 

  

5. Mukbtasar Jami‘ Bayan al-‘Iim, pp. 36-37. 

6. See Musnad Abmad, Vol. 2, pp. 312-8. For details, see the ae to Sabijah 

Hammdm b. Munabbib, ed. Dr. Hamidullah. 

7. Jami‘ Bayan al-‘Ilm, Vol. 1, p. 72; Tabdhib ai-Tahdhib, Vol. 1, p. 470. 

8. Preface to Sabifah Hammdm, p. 50, quoting from Tabaqat Ibn Sa‘d, Vol. 7, 

Pp: 157: 
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Musnad of Aba Hurayrah, written by the hand of Imam Ibn 

Taymiyyah, exists in a library in Germany.® 

Sahifah of ‘Ali 4. Through Imam Bukhari’s description, we 

know that this collection was quite bulky.” Points related 

to zakdt, the sanctity of Madinah, the Sermon at the 

Farewell Hajj and the constitution of the Islamic amirate 

were recorded therein. 
The written form of the Prophet’s Sermon, #. On the 

occasion of the conquest of Makkah, the Prophet, 3%, 

ordered Aba Shah of Yemen to record in writing his detailed 
sermon, upon the latter’s request." This sermon consisted 

of important explanations regarding human rights. 

Sabifah of Jabir a. The narrations of Jabir b. ‘Abdullah @& 

were compiled in written form by his students Wahb b. 

Munabbih (d. 110 H) and Sulayman b. Qays al-Shukri.* 
This collection covered the rites of Hajj and the Sermon of 

the Farewell Hajj. 

Narrationsof‘A’ishah Siddiqah. The Abddith of ‘A ’ishah 

were recorded in writing by her nephew and student, 

“Urwah b. al-Zubayr #. 

Ahbddith of Ibn ‘Abbas . There were a number of collections 

of the narrations of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas 2. Sa‘id b. Jubayr 

(may Allah have mercy on him), the Follower, was one 

of those who used to compile his narrations in written 

form.” 
The Sabifahs of Anas b. Malik -. Sa‘id b. Hilal (may Allah 

have mercy on him) says that Anas b. Malik «& used to bring 

out his writren notes and show them to us, saying, “I heard 

these statements personally from the Messenger of Allah, %. 

  

g. 

10. 

II. 

vol. 1, 

12. 

13. 
14. 

Introduction to Tusbfat al-Abwadhi Sharh Tirmidbi, p. 165. 

Sahih al-Bukbari, Kitab al-I‘tisém bi'l-Kitab wa’l-Sunnah, Vol. 1, p. 45T. 

Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 20; Mukbtasar Jami‘ Bayan al-‘Ilm, p. 36; Sabib Musiim, 

P- 439. 
Tahdhib al-Tahdbib, Vol. 4, p. 215. 
Tbid., Vol. 7, p. 183. 

Sunan al-Darimi, p. 68.
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After recording them in writing, I confirmed them by 
reading them back to him.”* 

um. ‘Amr b, Hazm «&. When the Prophet % was sending him 

to Yemen as governor, he gave him a written code of 

instructions. He not only preserved this letter, but included 
other Prophetic statements alongside it, thus compiling a 
significantly-sized book.” 

1, The treatise of Samurah b. Jundub #. This was inherited 

by his son, and was a very large treasure of narrations.” 

3.  Sabifab of Sa‘d b. ‘Ubadah +, the Companion who knew 

how to read and write from the Jahiliyyab period. 
14. The writings of Nafi‘ #. Sulayman b. Misa narrated that 

‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar «s would dictate and Nafi‘ 4: would 
record what he said in writing.” 

ts. Ma‘n narrated that ‘Abd al-Rahmaan b. ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘iid 
broughr out a book before him and took an oath, saying 

that it was written by the hand of his father, ‘Abdullah b. 
Mas‘tid .#." 

Were the process of investigation and verification to be 

continued, many more such examples and instances would be 

found. 

In this phase, the Noble Companions (Sahdbah) and Senior 

Followers (Tabi‘#n) concentrated on writing down the contents 

of their own memories. In the second phase, the work of 

collection and compilation increased.and widened. As well as 
their own information, the collectors of Hadith met with the 

people of knowledge in their city or area and also consolidated 

their narrations. 

  

15. Preface to Sahifah Hammam, p. 34, quoting from Khatib Baghdadi. Cf. 
Mustadrak Hakim, Vol. 3, p. 574. 

16. AlWathd’iq ai-Siydsiyyal, p. 105. Also Dr. Hamidullah, quoting from 
Tabari, p. 104. 

17. Tabdhib al-Tabdbib of Ibn slajar, Vol. 4, p. 236. 

18. Darimi, p. 69. Cf. Preface to Sabifah Hammam, p. 45, quoting from 
Tabagat Ibn Sa‘. 

19. Mukbtasar Jami‘ Bayan al-‘Ihn, p. 37. 
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2.2.2 The Second Phase 

This second phase ends around the middle of the second 
century Miri. In this phase was produced a large group of 
Followers who absorbed the literature of the first phase into 
wider compilations. 

2.2.2.1 Compilers of Hadith 

Muhammad b. Shihab al-Zuhri (d. 124 H). He is one of the 
outstanding mubaddithin of his time, and gained knowledge 
of Hadith from the following illustrious personalities: from 
the Companions, ‘Abdullah b, ‘Umar, Anas b. Malik and 
Sahl b. Sa‘d «; from the Followers, Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib, 
Mahmitd b, Rabi‘ and others. His students included Imams 
of Hadith such as Imam Awza‘l, Imam Malik and Sufyan b. 
‘Uyaynah. In tor H, ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ordered him to 
gather and collect Abddith. Apart from him, ‘Umar b. ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz, also instructed the governor of Madinah, Aba 
Bakr Muhammad b. ‘Amr b. Hazm, to record in writing 
the treasure of Hadith possessed by ‘Amrah bint ‘Abd al- 
Rahman and Qasim b. Muhammad. (‘Amrah was one of 
the distinguished students of ‘A’ishah &, and Qasim b. 
Muhammad was the latter’s fraternal nephew - ‘A’ishah 4, 
had personally supervised theirupbringingand education.) 
This was not all, for ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz further issued 
a special directive to all people of authority in the Islamic 
lands to gather and compile all sources of Hadith. As a 
result of this, volumes upon volumes of Ahadith were sent 
to the seat of the Caliphate in Damascus. The Caliph of 
the time distributed copies of these to every corner of the 
empire.” After Imam Zuhri’s compilation of a collection of 
Hadith, other people of knowledge of this era also began 
to work on recording and compiling Hadith. The following 
personalities achieved the honour of being amongst the 
forerunners in this regard. 
  

20. 

21. 

Tahdhib al-Tabdbib of Ibn Hajar, Vol. 7, p. 172. 
Tadbkirat al-Huffaz, Vol. 1, p. 106. Mukbiasar Jami: Baydn al-‘Ilm, p. 38. 
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THB WAY OF THE PROPHET 

‘Abd al-Malik b. Jurayj (d. 150 H), in Makkah; 

Imam Awza‘i (d. 157 H), in Syria; 

Ma‘mar b. Rashid (d. 153 H), in Yemen; 

Imam Sufyan Thawri (d. 167), in Kufa; 

Imam Hammad b. Salamah (d. 167 H), in Basra; and 

Imam ‘Abdullah b. al-Mubarak (d. 181 H), in Khurasan. 

Imam Malik b. Anas (b. 93 H, died 179 H). After Imam 

Zuhri, the distinction of compiling Hadith in Madinah was 

achieved by him. He learnt from Naf’, Zuhri and other 

outstanding people of knowledge; his teachers reached 900 

in number. By way of his overflowing spring, thousands 

of thirsty seekers of the Sunnah were quenched in the 

Hijaz, Syria, Iraq, Palestine, Egypt and Africa. His students 

included such famous personalities as Layth b. Sad (d..175 

H), Ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181 H), Imam Shafi‘s (d. 204 H) and 

Imam Muhammad b. Hasan al-Shaybani (d. 189 H). 

2.2.2.2 Written Legacy of the Second Phase 

Muwatta’ of Imam Malik. In this phase, many collections 

of Hadith were compiled, amongst which Imam Malik’s 

Muwatta’ occupies the highest rank. Compiled during the 

period 130-141 H, it has a total of over 1700 narrations, of 

which 600 are marfiu‘ (narrations from the Prophet #), 228 

are mursal (where a Follower quotes the Prophet directly 

without naming the Companion), 613 are mawgif (state- 

ments of the Companions), and 285 are maqtt’ (statements 

of the Followers). 

The following are the names of some of the other 

compilations from this phase. 

The Jami‘ of Sufyan Thawri (d. 161 H). 

The Jami‘ of Ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181 H). 

The Jami‘ of Imam Awza‘t (d. 157 H). 

The Jami‘ of Ibn Jurayj (d. 150 H). 

Kitab al-Khardj of Qadi Aba Yasuf (d. 182 H). 

Kitab al-Athar of Imam Muhammad (d. 189 H). 
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In this phase, the Abddith of the Messenger of Allah #, the 
athar of the Companions and fatdwd of the Followers used to be 
arranged in the same collection. However, it was always made 
clear whether a statement was that of a Companion or Follower, 
or the Hadith of the Messenger of Allah 4. 

2.2.3 The Third Phase 

This phase starts around the second half of the second century 
hart and extends until the end of the fourth century. 

2.2.3.1 Distinguishing Features of the Third Phase 

The distinguishing features of this phase are as follows: 

I. Abadith of the Prophet, #8, were compiled separately to the 
athar of the Companions and statements of the Followers. 
Separate compilations of reliable transmissions were 
prepared. In this way, after investigation and verification, 
the works of the second phase were absorbed into the bulky 
books of the third phase. 
Not only were narrations gathered in this phase, but in order 
to preserve the knowledge of Hadith, the noble muhaddithun 

laid the foundations of over a hundred sciences related to 
Hadith, Until today, thousands of books have been written 
on these sciences. May Allah accept their effort and grant 
them the best reward on our behalf! 

2.2.3.2. The Sciences of Hadith 

In concise terms, some of these sciences are introduced here: 

Asma’ al-Rijal (Names of the Narrators). In this science, 
the situations of narrators, their dates of birth and death, 
details of their teachers and students and journeys seeking 
knowledge, and the verdicts of Hadith experts regarding 
their reliability (whether reliable or unreliable) are recorded. 
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This science is extremely vast, very beneficial and highly 

interesting. Even some bigoted Orientalists were not able 

to avoid admitting that, as a result of this science, the 

biographies of 500,000 narrators have been preserved. This 

distinguishing feature ts one in which the Muslim nation is 

unrivalled 

Numerous books have been written in this science, of 

which some are: 

a. Tahdbib al-Kamdal by Imam Yasuf al-Mizzi (d. 742 H), 

the most important and authoritative work in its 

field. 

b.  Tabdbib al-Tabdbib by Hafiz Ibn Hajar, commentator on 

Bukhari. This work is in rwelve volumes, and has been 

published from Hyderabad-Deccan. 

c.  Tadhkirvat al-Huffaz by ‘Allamah Dhahabi (d. 748). 

Mustalab or Ustil al-Hadith (“Terminology of Foundations 

of Hadith”). In the light of this science the principles and 

conditions relating to the authenticity orweakness of Abddith 

come to be known.” The most famous book in this field 

is ‘Ulam al-Hadith, also known as Muqaddimah Ibn al-Saiah, 

written by Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. al-Salah (d. 577 H). In the 

recent past, two books on Usal al-Hadith have been produced: 

a.  Tawzjib al-Nazar by ‘Allamah Tahir b. Salih al-Jaza iri (d. 

1338 H); 
b. Qawd‘id al-Tabdith by ‘Allamah Sayyid Jamal al-Din 

al-Qasimi (d. 1332 H). The former is distinguished 

by its breadth of coverage, the latter by its excellent 

arrangement. 

Gharib al-Hadith (“Rare words in Hadith”), In this science, 

linguistic analysis of difficule words occurring in Abddith 

  

Introduction to al-lsabah, English ed., Springer, Calcutta, 1864. 

23. See a brief discussion on the classification and terminology of Hadith 

in the later pages of this Introduction. 
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has been carried out. Famous works in this field are al-Fa’ig 

by ‘Allamah Zamakhshari (d. 538 H) and al-Nihadyah by Ibn 
al-Achir (d. 606 H). 

Takbrij al-Hadith — Through this science, the original sources 

of narrations found in famous books of tafsir, figh, tasawwuf 
and ‘aqd’td are traced. For example, the Hidéyab by Burhan 
al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Marghinani (d. 592 H) and Ibya’ 

‘Ulam al-Din by Imam Ghazali (d. 505 H) contain many 

narrations without a chain of narration or reference. Now, if 

someone would like to find out the grade of authenticity of 
these narrations and which major works of Hadith they are 
found in, they should refer to Nasb al-Rayah by Hafiz Zayla ‘I 

(d. 792 H) and al-Dirayeh by Hafiz Ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani (d. 

852 H) for the former, and to al-Mughni ‘an Hamil al-Asfar by 
Hafiz Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi (d. 806 H) for the latter. 

Al-Abddith al-Mawdé‘ah (“Fabricated Abddith”). In this field, 

the people of knowledge have compiled independent books | 
into which mawdda‘ (fabricated) narrations have been sifted 

out. In this regard, al-Fawd id al-Majmi ‘ah by Qadi Shawkani 
(d. 1255 H) and al-La’ali’ al-Masna ‘ah (“Artificial Pearls”) by 

Hafiz Jalal al-Din Suytiti (d. 911 H) are most prominent. 

ALNasikh wa'l-Mansdékb (“Abrogating and Abrogated 
Hadith”). In this field, Kitab al-I‘tibar by Imam Muhammad 

b. Miisa Hazimi (d. 784 H aged 35) is the most famous and 

authoritative. 

Al-Tawfiq bayn al-Ahddith (“Reconciling Abddith”). In this 

science, the correct explanation is given of those narrations 
which are apparently mutually contradictory or conflicting. 
The first to discuss this field was Imam Shafi‘ (d. 204 H), 
and his treatise is famously known as Mukbtalif al-Hadith. 
Another beneficial book in this field is Mushkil al-Athér by 
Imam Tahawi (d. 321 H). 

Al-Mukhtalif wa'l-Mu‘talif (“Narrators with similar names”). 
In this science, special attention is given to those narrators 
whose names, bynames, nicknames and names of fathers, 
grandfathers or teachers are similar, leading to the possibility 
of a person unfamiliar with these matters to become 
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embroiled in error. In this field, the most comprehensive 

book is Hafiz Ibn Hajar’s Ta’bir al-Munabbib. 

Atrafal-Hadith (“Phrases from Hadith”). Through this science, 

it is possible to find out the narrator and reference of 

phrases from Hadith. For example, if someone remembers a 

sentence from Hadith such as “Actions are only by intention,” 

and wishes to know the complete narration and its sources 

and narrators, then recourse must be had to this science. 

In this field, the book Tuhfat al-Ashraf by Hafiz Mizzi (d. 742 

H) is very detailed, comprising an index of all narrations in 

the Sibah Sittah (“Six Authentic Books”). Hafiz Yasuf Mizzi 

spent 26 years compiling this book, and completed it after 

extremely difficult toil. Today’s Orientalists have taken a 

leaf out of books such as these and compiled indexes of 

Hadith in a rather new fashion. For example, Miftah Kanaz al- 

Sunnah (“Key to the Treasures of the Sunnah”) was published 

in English and its Arabic translation was published in 

Cairo in 1934. Now, there is another comprehensive index 

compiled under the name al-Mu ‘jam al-Mufabras, of which 

twenty parts have been published so far. 

Figh al-Hadith (“Jurisprudence of Hadith”). In this science, 

the secrets and wisdoms in Abadith related to legal rulings 

are unveiled, On this subject, one can benefit from the book 

I'‘lam al-Muwaqgqi‘in of Hafiz Ibn Qayyim (d. 751 H) and 

Hujjat Allah al-Balighah of Shah Waliullah of Delhi. Apart 

from these, the people of knowledge have also devoted 

separate compilations to different aspects of life. For 

example, in the area of transactions, Kitab al-Amwal (“Book 

of Wealth”) by Aba ‘Ubayd Qasim b. Sallam (d. 224 H) ts 

well-known, and in the issues related to land, ‘ushr, kharaj 

(land-tax) etc., the best work is Kitab al-Kharaj by Qadi Aba 

Yusuf. Therefore, study of the following works can establish 

the authority of the Sunnah as a source of Law and expose 

the misconceptions spread by the rejecters of Hadith: 

  

24. The latest encyclopaedias of Hadith, in both printed and electronic 

form, now have vast indexes of Hadith narrations. - Trans. Note 
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Kitab al-Umm by Imam Shaft 
Al-Risélah of Imam Shafi‘ 
Al-Muwafagat by Abt Ishaq Shatibi (d. 790 H) 
Sawa‘iq Mursalah by Ibn Qayyim 

Al-Ihkam by Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi (d. 456 H) 
The introduction to Tarjumdn al-Sunnah (Urdu) by 
Mawlana Badr-i-‘Alam Mirthi 

g.  Ithbdt al-Khabar by my respected father, Mawlana 
Hafiz “Abd al-Sattar Hasan ‘Umarpari (d. 1916/1334 H 
aged 34)*5 

h.  Swunnat ki A’ini Hatthiyat (“The Constitutional Status of 
the Sunnah”) by Mawlana Sayyid Abul Ala Mawdadi. 

i.  Inkdr-e-Hadith ka Manzar awr Pas Manzar (“The Back- 
ground and Context of Hadith-Rejection”) by Iftikhar 
Ahmad Balkhi is also interesting and informative. So 
far, two parts of it have been published. 

j. A while ago, ‘Allamah Mustafa Siba‘7 began an ex- 
tremely beneficial series of articles on the authority of 
Hadith in Risdlab al-Musliman, Damascus. This has been 
translated into Urdu by my colleague Malik Ghulam 
‘Ali, and published as a booklet named Sunnat-e-Rasil 
salla’Llahu ‘alaybi wa sallam. 
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The following works on the history of the science of Hadith 
and related topics are models of comprehensiveness and benefit: 
the introduction to Fath al-Bavi by Hafiz Ibn Hajar; Jami‘ Bayan 
al-‘Ilm wa Ablib by Hafiz Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Andalusi (d. 463 H); 
Ma‘rifah “Ulam al-Hadith by Imim Hakim (d. 405 H); and the 
introduction to Tuhjat al-Abwadhi by the mubaddith Mawlana 
‘Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpiari (d. 1353 H/1935). In the works 
of the recent past, this book is a masterpiece in terms of its 
comprehensiveness and benefit. Similarly, the introduction 

  

25. It was during the lifetime of my esteemed grandfather, Mawlana Hafiz 
‘Abd al-Jabbar Muhaddith ‘Umarpari (d. 1334/1916) char the Hadith-rejection 
Jitnab of Maulvi ‘Abdullah Chakralwi reared its head. My respected grandfather 
began a series of beneficial refutations and researched articles in his monthly 
Dtyd’ al-Sunnah at the time. 
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to Fath al-Mulbim by Mawlana Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani and 

Tadwin-i-Hadith (in Urdu) by the late Mawlana Manazir Ahsan 

Gilani are jewels in their breadth of information. 

2.2.3.3 The Compilers of Hadith in the Third Phase 

The following is an introduction to the outstanding and well- 

known compilers of Hadith and reliable works of this phase: 

1. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (b. 164 H, d. 241 H). His most 

important compilation is known as Musnad Ahmad, and 

[it] comprises 30,000 narrations. In its twenty volumes, 

every Hadith worth mentioning has been included. Instead 

of arrangement by subject, all narrations by a particular 

Companion are arranged in one place. The work ofarranging 

this book by chapter and subject was begun by the learned 

father of Hasan al-Banna, Ahmad ‘Abd al-Rahman Sa‘att. 

So fat, 14 volumes have been published. The famous scholar 

of Egypt, Ahmad Shakir, is also working on this. Until now, 

almost 15 parts have been compiled. 

2, Imam Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Bukhari (b. 194 H, d. 256 

H). His year of birth equates to sidq”* (“truthfulness”), and 

his year of death to nar (“light”). Of all his works, Imam 

Bukhari’s most important and authoritative book is Sahih 

al-Bukbari. Its full name is al-Jami‘ al-Sabih al-Musnad al- 

Mukbtasar min Umar Rastil Allah salla’Llabu ‘alayhi wa alibi wa 

sallam wa ayyamih (The Comprehensive, Authentic, Fully- 

Traced Abridgement from the Matters of the Messenger of 

Allah, may Allah bless him and his family and grant them 

peace, and his Days), and took sixteen years to compile. The 

number of students that studied the Sabih directly with 

Imam Bukhari reached 90,000. Sometimes, the audience 

in one sitting would reach 30,000 in number. In such a 

  

26, This equivalence is worked out according to the Abjad numerical 

system, where the 28 letters of the Arabic alphabet take numerical values 

ranging from 1 (alif}) to 1,000 (ghayn). — Trans. Note 
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gathering, the number of people conveying words to the 

audience would exceed 300. The total number of Abddith in 

the Sabih is 9,684. If repeated narrations, éa ‘ligdt (narrations 

without isndd), reports from the Companions and mursal 

Ahddith are omitted, the number of marfi‘ narrations ts 
2,623. Compared to other mubaddithin, Imam Bukhari kept 

his criteria for accepting narrators very high. 
3. Imam Muslim b. Hajjaj Qushayri (b. 202 H, d. 261 H). Imam 

Bukhari and Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal are amongst his 

teachers, and Imam Tirmidhi, Aba Hatim Razi, and Abi 

Bakr b. Khuzaymah are counted amongst his students. His 

book Sabi Muslim is regarded as most outstanding in terms 

of its excellent arrangement. 
4. Imam Aba Dawid, Ash‘ath b. Sulayman Sijistani (b. 202, d. 

275 H). His most important work is famous by the name of 
Sunan Abi Dawid, and comprehensively gathers narrations 

mostly regarding legal rulings. Ir is a brillianr source for 
juristic and legal issues, and consists of 4,800 Ahddith. 

5. Imam Abii ‘Isa Tirmidhi (b. 209 H, d. 279 H). In his Jamz‘ 

Tirmidhi, different fight positions are explained in detail. 
6. Imam Ahmad b. Shu‘ayb Nasa’i (d. 303 H). His work is 

called al-Sunan al-Mujtaba. 
7. Imam Muhammad b. Yazid ibn Majah Qazwini (d. 273 H). 

His book is famous by the name of Sunan Ibn Majah. 

Apart from Musnad Abmad, the other six books in the 

terminology of the muhaddithtin are known as the Sibah Sittah 
(“Six Authentic Collections”). Some of the people of knowledge 
include the Muwatta’ of Imam Malik amongst the Sthbah Sittah 

instead of Swnan Ibn Mdjab. Apart from these, many other 
beneficial and comprehensive compilations were produced in 
this phase, but there is no scope here for going into details of 
those. 

The collections of Bukhari, Muslim and Tirmidhi are known 

as Jami‘ (“Comprehensive Works”), i.e. they include Abddith about 

beliefs, worship, manners, transactions and many other topics. 
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The works of Aba Dawid, Nas@’i and Ibn Majah are known as 

Sunah (“Traditions”), i.e. they mostly have narrations related to 

practical matters of life. 

2.2.3.4 Grades of Hadith Books 

With regards to authenticity and strength, the mubaddithin 

have graded all books of Hadith into four levels: 

1 Muwatta’ Imam Malik, Sahib al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. 

With regards to the authenticity of their chains of narration 

and reliability of transmitters, these three books occupy the 

highest station. 

> The Sunan collections of Abi Dawid, Tirmidhi and Nasa’. 

Some of the narrators in these books are below those of 

the highest grade in terms of reliability. However, they are 

nevertheless regarded as reliable. Musnad Abmad is also 

included in this category. 

3. The Sunan works of Darimi (d. 225 H), Ibn Majah, Bayhaqi 

and Daraqutni (d. 385 H), the books of Tabarani (d. 360 

H), the works of Tahawi (d. 321 H), the Musnad of Imam 

Shafi'l, and the Mustadrak of Hakim (d. 405 H). In these 

books, every type of narration is found, including weak as 

well as authentic ones. However, the majority of narrations 

are reliable. 

4. The works of Ibn Jatir Tabari (d. 310 H), Khatib Baghdadi 

(d. 463 H), Abu Nu‘aym (d. 403 H), Ibn ‘Asakir (d. 571 H), 

Daylami (author of Musnad al-Firdaws, d. 509 H), Kamil of 

Ibn ‘Adi (d. 365 H), the compilations of Ibn Mardawayh 

(d. 410 H), Waqidi (d. 207 H) and the works of other 

authors such as these are included in this category. These 

compilations are a collection of “ripe” as well as “rotten” 

material, and even include many fabricated narrations. 

Public preachers, historians and Sufis mostly depend upon 

these books. However, with careful sifting, precious gems 

can be extracted from them, acceptable for presentation. 
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2.2.4 The Fourth Phase 

This begins around the fifth century hii, and continues even 

today. 

2.2.4.1 Types of Work in this Phase 

At the beginning of this phase, the style of compilation of the 

third phase had reached its conclusion. Since then, the details 

of the work that has been done during this long period is as 

follows: 

1. Important books of Hadith had commentaries and marginal 
notes written upon them, and were translated into other 

languages. 
2. In the sciences of Hadith mentioned earlier, many works 

were produced and commentaries and abridgements were 
made based upon them, . 

3. The people of knowledge have compiled beneficial books 
by selecting Abddith from the works of the third phase, 

according to taste or necessity. Some of these are: 

a. Mishkdt al-Masabih (“The Niche of Lamps”) by Wali al- 

Din Khatib Tabrizi. This gathers narrations related to 

beliefs, worship, transactions, character, manners and 

the Resurrection and Judgment. 

b. Rtydd al-Sdlibin (“Gardens of the Righteous”) by 
Imam Aba Zakariyya Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi, 

commentator on Sahib Muslim (d. 676 H). This is a 

selection of Hadith mostly related to character and 
manners. At the beginning of each chapter, Qur’anic 

verses related to the subject have also been mentioned, 

and this is the important distinguishing feature of 
this book. It has the same style of compilation and 
arrangement as that of Sahih al-Bukhari. 

c. Muntaqd al-Akbbdr (“Selection of Reports”) by Majd 
al-Din Aba’l-Barakat ‘Abd al-Salam b. Taymiyyah 
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(d. 652 H), the grandfather of the famous Shaykh al- 

Islam Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 .H). A 

commentary on this work in eight volumes has been 

written by Qadi Shawkani, with the name Nayl al- 

Awtar (“Achieving the Aims”). 

d. Buligh al-Maram (“Attaining the Objective”) by Hafiz 

Ibn Hajar (d. 852 H), commentator on Sabih Bukhari. 

This contains Abddith mostly related to worship and 

transactions. The commentary in Arabic, Subul al- 

Salam (“Paths of Peace”), flowed from the pen of 

Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-San ‘ani (d. 1182 H). Another 

commentary, Misk al-Khitém (“Musk of the Seal”), was 

compiled in Persian by Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan (d. 

1307 H). 

Most of these works were translated and published in Urdu, 

quite some time ago. 

2.2.4.2. The Science of Hadith in Undivided India 

The first person to shine the candle of the science of Hadith in 

undivided India was Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi 

b. Sayf al-Din Turk (d. 1052 H). After him, the lifelong sacrifices 

and strenuous efforts of Shah Waliullah (d. 1176 H) and his 

children, grandchildren and inspired students led to the Light 

of the Sunnah shining brightly in this land. And the earth shall 

shine by the light of its Lord.” 

Since Shah Waliullah, may the Mercy of Allah be upon him, 

the sacred work of preparing and publishing translations, 

commentaries, and selections of Hadith has continued to this 

day. It is hoped that this work, Intikhab-e-Hadith (“Selection of 

Hadith”), will also be a link in this chain. 

It is a favour from Allah that the author of this collection 

achieves the good fortune of imitating the servants of Hadith, 

otherwise, where is this humble servant compared to those great 

  

27. Sarah al-Zumar,39: 69. 
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souls who devoted their entire lives to collecting and spreading 
the Hadith of the Messenger of Allah #2? 

I love the righteous, without being of them: 

Perhaps Allah will grant me righteousness.* 

By consulting the above survey of the science of Hadith, it can 
be gauged that from the Prophetic era until today, there has 
never been a period when the chain of writing and transmitting 
Hadith has been interrupted. This is that chain of knowledge 
whose day is bright and its night is also full of shining lights 
and illuminating lamps. [As is related in an authentic Hadith:] 
its night is like its day. 

Between the beloved Prophet Muhammad # and present-day 
students of Hadith, there is a chain of 23 or 24 teachers. On the 

following pages, following the way of the muhaddithan, the sanad 
(chain of transmission) of the author of this book is presented 
diagrammatically, bringing some 1,400 years of the chain of 
narrators of Hadith right before the eyes. And their cry will always 
end with: “All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the entire Universe”? Our 

Lord! Accept this from us; You are All-Hearing, All-Knowing!*° My Lord, 

dispose me that I may give thanks for the bounty that You have bestowed 
upon me and my parents, and dispose me that I may do righteous deeds 
that would please You, and also make my descendants righteous. I repent 
to You, and I am one of those who surrender themselves to You." 

16th Rabi‘ al-Thani 1376 H ‘Abd al-Ghaffar Hasan 
20th November 1956 

  

28. This is a couplet attributed to Imam al-Shafi'‘l, as it occurs in his 

Diwan. In one version, the lines continue thus: 

I hate the one whose trade is in vice, 

Although we’re involved in the same business! [Trans. Note] 

29. S#rab Yiinus, 10: to. 

30. S#rab al-Bagarah, 2: 127. 
31. Sirah al-Abadf, 46: 15. 
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2.3. HADITH TERMINOLOGY 

Hadith: The sayings, actions and approvals* of the Messenger of 

Allah 28 are known as Hadith. 

Athar. The saying or action of a Companion is known as athar 

(pL Athar) 

Sanad: The chain of narrators of a Hadith. 

Matn: The text of a Hadith. 

Mutawatir report: The narrators are so many in each stage that 

ic is ordinarily impossible for them all to agree upon a lie. There 

are several types of tawdtur: 

i. in every era, transmission and narration continue for 

generation after generation, widely and generally, e.g. 

the Majestic Qur’an; 

ii, practical tawatur, e.g. the prayer times, and the basic 

forms of adhan and salat, 

iii, tawdtur in isndd, e.g, the Hadith, “He who invents a lie 

upon my authority, let him prepare his seat in the Fire”, 

has over a hundred narrators in just the generation of 

the Companions, and, similarly, the narration about 

_ the Finality of Prophethood; 

iy. tawdtur in meaning: ie. the common content of 

numerous narrations reaches the level of tawdiur, 

eg. the miracles of the Prophet, raising hands in 

supplication, etc. (from the introduction to Fath al- 

Mulbim). 

Ahad (pl. dbad) or wabid report: The number of narrators does 

not reach the level of being mutawatir. Hadith scholars divide this 

into three categories: 

3.  mashbar. where the number of narrators is never less 

than three, after the stage of the Companions; 

  

32. Approval (tagrir) means that something was done in the presence of 

the Prophet, and he did not forbid i, 
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b. ‘aziz: where the number of narrators is at least two in 
every stage; 

c.  gharib: where there is only one narrator in any stage. 

Marfa‘: A Hadith attributed to the Messenger of Allah 2%. 

Mawq#f: A narration attributed to a Companion, ie. his/her 
saying or action. 

Muttasil (continuous): There is no reporter missing from the 
chain of narration. 

Mungati‘ (discontinuous): Opposite of muttasil. 

Mu ‘allaq: One or more narrators are omitted from the beginning 
of the sanad, or the entire sanad is omitted. The act of omission 
is called ta ‘lig. 

Mu ‘dal: Two or more consecutive reporters are missing from a 
sanad. 

Mursal: No Companion is mentioned between a Follower (Tabi‘i) 
and the Prophet 2. 

Shadhdh (peculiar): A narration where a reliable narrator 
contradicts a stronger narrator. The narration of the stronger 
narrator is known as mabfuz (preserved). 

Munkar (rejected): If a weak reporter contradicts a reliable 
reporter, the former’s narration is called munkar (rejected); the 
latter's is called ma ‘raf (approved). 

Mu ‘allal (subtly flawed): A narration that has a hidden defect, 
such that only experts in the science of Hadith can detect it, e.g. 
erroneously making a mawqdif narration marfa< or vice-versa. 

Sabih (genuine, authentic): a narration that satisfies the following 
conditions: 

a. the chain is muttasil (continuous); 
b. the reporters are trustworthy, ie. reliable based on 

their biographies and character; 
c. their memory is sound: 
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d. the narration is not shadhdh; 

e. the narration is not mu ‘allal. 

Hasan: A narration that satisfies the conditions of sabih, except 

that the narrators are of a slightly lesser grade with regard to 

memory. If such a hasan narration is supported by another hasan 

pattation, it is known as s@bih li ghayribi (sabib due to external 

support). 

Da if (weak): A narration that does not meet the conditions of 

sabib or hasan. Several da ‘if narrations can collectively rise to the 

level of hasan li ghayribi (hasan due to external support), with 

the condition that the weakness is not due to corruption in 

the character and morality of the reporters (Qawa‘id al-Tabdith, 

p. 90). The most unreliable level of weakness is that where the 

reporters’ own taqwa is suspect; such anarration is called mawda‘ 

(fabricated). 
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2.4 A TREE OF HADITH TRANSMISSION 

THE MOST NOBLE MESSENGER 

ean 

Anas b. Malik 
(d. 93 H) 

_ Humayd al-Tawil b. Abi Humayd 

(68-143 H) 

Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah al-Ansari 

{118-215 H) 

Muhammad b, Isma‘il al-Bukhari 

(194-256 H) 

Muhammad b. Ydsuf al-Firabri 
(231-320 H) 

‘Abdullah b. Ahmad al-Sarkhasi 

(d. 381 H) 

‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Muzaffar al-Dawidi 

(374-467 H) 

‘Abd al-Awwal b, ‘Isa al-Sijizzi 

(458-553 H) 

Husayn b. Mubarak al-Zubaydi 

(546-631 H) 

Abmad b, Abi Talib al-Hayar 

(d. 730 H) 

| 
t a 

Ibrahim b. Ahmad al-Tantikhi ‘Abd al-Rahim b. Husayn al-"lraqi 

(d. - H) eres H) 

+ 
Ahmad b, ‘Ali b. Hajr al-‘Asqalani 

(774-852 H) 

  

Ahmad Zakariyya al-Ansari, 
commentator on abe al-Bukbari (d. 925 H) 

Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Ramli 

(d. mp H) 

Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Quddiis al-Shinawi 
(d. 1028 K) 

bl 
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Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Qashashi 

(d. ro71 H) 

Ibrahim b. Hasan al-Kurdi al-Madani 

(1045-1101 H) 
| 
  

  

  

+ 4 

Muhammad b. Ibrahim Aba Tahir al-Madani ‘Abdullah b. Salim al-Basri 

(d. 14s H) (d. 1134 H) 

Shah Waliullah of Delhi Ahmad b. Muhammad Sharif al-Ahdal 

(1114-1176 H) (d. ?) 
! 

+ 

Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz of Delhi Sulayman b. Yahya 

(1159-1239 H) (d. 1197 H) 

Shah Ishaq of Delhi ‘Abd al-Qadir b. Ahmad 

d. 1262 H : ani * 
ee ar Raskabial ‘Abd al-Rahman b. 

(1135-1207 H) S = 
ulayman 

Sayyid Nadhir Husayn of Delhi (1179-1270 H) 

(1225-1320 H) Muhammad b. ‘Ali 
al-Shawkani, Author of 

Nayl al-Awtar 
(1772-1250 H) 

Ahmad b. Muhammad al- 

Shawkani 

(d. 1281 H) 

  

| Husayn b. Mubsin al-Ansari 
| (d. 1327 H)     

Mawlana Ahmadullah, Shaykh-al-Hadich, 
Madrasah Rahmaniyyah, Delhi 
(d. 1362 H, aged approx. 65 years) 

‘Abd al-Ghaffar Hasan 

| (sanad granted on 20 Sha ‘ban 1354 H)* 

  

33. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Ghaffar Hasan taught thousands of students from 

| over eighty countries around the world and granted the isndd and ijazab (chain 

of transmission with permission to teach) to many of them. They include his 

l own sons and scholars of Hadith, Suhaib Hasan and Suhail Hasan, and Prof. 

f Khurshid Ahmad of the Pakistan Senate, amongst other luminaries. I was 

| therefore extremely honoured to receive the isndd and ijazab myself from my 

grandfather on 14th Muharram, 1421 (20th April, 2000). - Trans. Note 
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2.4.1 Clarifications 

I. The respected teacher Mawlana Ahmadullah (may Allah 
have mercy upon him) took knowledge of Hadith from 
two famous Hadith teachers of his time: a) Mawlana Sayyid 
Nadhir Husayn, and b) ‘Allamah Husayn b. Muhsin al- 

Ansari. The former is a pupil of the respected Shaykh 

Ibrahim b, Hasan Kurdi via four intermediaries; the latter 
via six. The son of Qadi Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Shawkani , 
Ahmad b. Muhammad, took knowledge of Hadith from both 
his respected father and from ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Rahman b. 
Sulayman, who benefited fully and directly from his father 
Sulayman b. Yahya. Thus, the number of intermediaries 
between the respected Shaykh Husayn b. Muhsin Ansari 
and Ibrahim b. Hasan Kurdi is five instead of six. The isndd 
chains of Mawlana Sayyid Nadhir Husayn and ‘Allamah 

Husayn b. Muhsin Ansari meet above at Ibrahim b. Hasan 
Kurdi. 

2. Only the sanad of Sahih al-Bukhari is presented here as a 

“Tree of Hadith Transmission”. Besides this there are other 
chains for other important sources of Hadith, for details of 

which there is insufficient space here. There are numerous 

chains of narration from Imam Bukhari to the Prophet #. 

Here, just one of the minimum-length chains is given. 

3. Apart from Mawlana Ahmadullah , the writer of these lines 

has also studied some of the books of Hadith with Mawlana 

‘Abd al-Rahman Nigranhsawi , Mawlana Muhammad Surti 
and Mawlana ‘Ubaydullah Rahmani Mubarakpari. He has 
also had the opportunity to benefit briefly from Mawlana 
‘Abd al-Rahman Muhaddith Mubarakpari, commentator 
on Sunan al-Tirmidhi. 

All praise is due to Allah, by Whose Favour righteous actions 
are completed. 

17th Jumada al-Ula 1376 H ‘Abd al-Ghaffar Hasan 

30th December 1956 
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